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POWER TO CHANGE / Sunday School- April 14, 2013 
Unifying Topic: THE HOLY SPIRIT COMES 

Lesson Text  
I. Power-Filled Pentecost (Acts 2:1-4)  

II. Multitude Of Witnesses (Acts 2:5-8)  

III. A Powerful Promise (Acts 2:9-13)  

The Main Thought: And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak with other tongues, as 

the Spirit gave them utterance. (Acts 2:4), KJV).  

Unifying Principle: We often face experiences that produce dramatic changes in our lives. How can positive 

and lasting change be initiated? The Holy Spirit provides life-transforming power.  

Lesson Aim: To help students understand the importance of seeking the power of the Holy Spirit.  

Life Aim: To help students recognize the presence of the Holy Spirit in their lives and the power of the Holy 

Spirit to bring about a life-changing experience.  

2:1 And when the day of Pentecost was fully come, they were all with one accord in one place.  

2:2 And suddenly there came a sound from heaven as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled all the house where they were sitting.  

2:3 And there appeared unto them cloven tongues like as of fire, and it sat upon each of them.  

2:4 And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance.  

2:5 And there were dwelling at Jerusalem Jews, devout men, out of every nation under heaven.  

2:6 Now when this was noised abroad, the multitude came together, and were confounded, because that every man       
heard them speak in his own language.  

2:7 And they were all amazed and marvelled, saying one to another, Behold, are not all these which speak Galilaeans?  

2:8 And how hear we every man in our own tongue, wherein we were born?  

2:9 Parthians, and Medes, and Elamites, and the dwellers in Mesopotamia, and in Judaea, and Cappadocia, in Pontus, and Asia,  

2:10 Phrygia, and Pamphylia, in Egypt, and in the parts of Libya about Cyrene, and strangers of Rome, Jews and proselytes,  

2:11 Cretes and Arabians, we do hear them speak in our tongues the wonderful works of God.  

2:12 And they were all amazed, and were in doubt, saying one to another, What meaneth this?  

2:13 Others mocking said, These men are full of new wine.  
 

 

HISTORY:  

The last of part of Luke 24 after Jesus’ Resurrection and appearance to the two followers on the road of 

Emmaus, Jesus speaks a promise of His Father to the disciples, where they were to wait in Jerusalem until the 

power from on high would come upon them. This power was to make them bold and effective witnesses among 

all nations. He led the disciples out as far as to Bethany before His Ascension to heaven. The ascension closes 

the Lord’s earthly ministry. Now it would be left for others to continue His ministry. They returned to Jerusalem 

with great joy to the temple.  

 

Acts 1:1-26 Luke is the writer of Acts. He was the companion of Paul, and had every opportunity of obtaining 

information about the great events of the gospel of Christ. He addresses this Book to Theophilus (meaning 

"loved by God", was the man to whom Luke wrote the Gospel of Luke & Acts; many speculations but little is 

known of him), and it is made clear that it is a continuation of the Book of Luke. Jesus had showed Himself to 

many in the 40 days alive after His Resurrection. He commanded the disciples not to depart from Jerusalem but 

wait for the promise of the Father. John baptized with water but they would be baptized with the Holy Ghost. 

They were still wondering if Jesus would restore the kingdom of Israel at that time. Jesus lets them know that "it is 

not for them to know the times or the seasons; it’s in the power of the Father." Their power will come when the 

Holy Ghost comes upon them to make them witnesses in Jerusalem, Judea, and in the uttermost part of the 

earth. After Jesus spoke He ascended up into the clouds out of sight. While they were staring up at the last 

glimpse of Jesus, two men in white apparel (angels) appeared among them. They ask these men of Galilee as to 

"Why stand here gazing up into heaven? This same Jesus which is taken up from you…shall so come in like 

manner as ye have seen him go into heaven" (vv.1-11).  

 

After Jesus disappeared into heaven, the disciples returned to Jerusalem from the Mount called Olivet and 

gathered in the Upper Room where Peter, James, John, Andrew, Philip, Thomas, Bartholomew, Matthew, James 

(the son of Alpheus), Simon (The Zealot), Judas (brother of James), the women, Mary (the mother of Jesus), and 

the brothers of Jesus were on one accord in prayer and supplication. Peter made it known that their small group 

had grown and that there were 120 that assembled in the Upper Room. He also lets them know that the 

scriptures had to be fulfilled in which the Holy Spirit had spoken through David in the Old Testament concerning 
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Judas who served as the guide to apprehend Jesus. Although Judas was one of the chosen, he had received 

money for the arrest of Jesus and he bought a field with the money. He committed suicide and the people called 

that place, "The Field of Blood." Peter’s proof was King David’s prediction in the Book of Psalms: "Let his 

habitation be desolate, and let no man dwell therein: and His bishopric (office) let another take" Ps.69:25. 

Therefore, they needed to choose a successor to take the place of Judas: one who had participated in Jesus’ 

earthly ministry and one who was a witness with them of Jesus’ Resurrection. They appointed two: Joseph called 

Barsabas, surnamed Justus, and Matthias. They prayed over this decision by asking the Lord, and by lot. It fell 

upon Matthias (gift of God). "Matthias was chosen and became an apostle with the other eleven" (vv.12-26).  

 

LESSON:  

Acts 2:1-4 Power-Filled Pentecost  
2:1 "And when the day of Pentecost— The Day of Pentecost was one of the most phenomenal and important 

events in all of history. It was the third great Israelite feast mentioned in Leviticus 23. It was a harvest festival fifty 

days after the Passover week. However, this Pentecost had greater significance than the preceding.  

 Old Testament Pentecost occurred fifty days after Israel left Egypt and the Passover lamb was slain.  

 New Testament Pentecost occurred fifty days after Christ rose from the dead, the Lord being our Passover Lamb.  

 Old Testament Pentecost celebrated the birth of the nation Israel (Ex.19:5) and as they received the Law 

given on tablets; 3,000 people died for breaking the Law by worshiping the golden calf, signifying the 

covenant of the law that brought death (Ex. 32:28). However, on…  

 The first New Covenant Pentecost Day, the Spirit was given; 3,000 people received life and were added 

to the Church of Jesus Christ (Acts 2:41), signifying the covenant of the Spirit brought life.  

 

The former pointed typologically to the latter. Old Covenant Israel was a type, to point us to Christ.  

The importance of the New Testament Pentecost brought:  

 The coming of the Holy Spirit.  

 The birth of the church.  

 The corporate filling of the Holy Spirit, of the body of believers with the promised presence of Christ.  

 The personal filling of the individual believer by the Holy Spirit.  

 The Presence and Power of God coming upon believers, gifting and equipping them to proclaim the 

glorious message of salvation to men.  

 

2:1b …was fully come, they were all with one accord in one place." The Day of Pentecost had fully come:  

1
Jesus was crucified on Passover; He was buried on the Feast of Unleavened Bread; He was Resurrected on the 

Feast of First Fruits. Then fifty days after the Resurrection of Jesus, the promised New Covenant arrived on the 

Feast of Pentecost. 120 people were praying, and had been praying with (on) one accord for ten days to bring 

what God desired for them. Jesus’ disciples were assembled "with one accord" (Gr homothymadom), meaning 

likemindedness for that very purpose. They were instructed to tarry until they were endued from on high with His 

power. There was an importance for all this to occur. This was fulfillment. You see this was man obeying in the 

city of Jerusalem precisely where Christ told them to go and wait. This shows the unity and purpose among these 

early disciples in one place (the Upper Room).  

 

2:2 "And suddenly there came a sound from heaven as of a rushing mighty wind, and it filled all the house 

where they were sitting." Suddenly, without warning, something unexplainable that you would never forget, came.  

 1. There was a mighty sound that filled the room.  

     a. The sound was from heaven, that is, from God.  

     b. The sound was like the rushing of a mighty wind.  

     c. The sound filled the house and was localized in the house where they were sitting.  
 

The wind is symbolic of the Holy Spirit’s presence.  

 

2:3 "And there appeared unto them cloven tongues like as of fire, and it sat upon each of them."  

2. There was the appearance of "cloven tongues" (diamerizomenai). The Greek means a tongue that was 

cloven, that is, parting asunder.  

     a. The tongues were not fire, but like fire, that is, looked like fire.  

 b. The tongue of fire that first appeared symbolized the presence of the Holy Spirit which was to dwell  

 in the midst of God’s people as a whole. When He began to divide into many tongues of fire and  
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 to rest upon each believer, He was symbolizing that He was to dwell within each believer as well as 

within the whole body of believers. The word "it" means "He" (the person of the Spirit of God) "sat" 

(ekathisen). The Holy Spirit Himself was descending and resting upon each of the disciples. They 

were not receiving tongues of fire but as foretold by John the Baptist that there was One coming 

who would baptize with the Holy Ghost and with fire - the Spirit of God.  
 

 

Fire in the Old Testament often indicates the presence of God, especially in His burning holiness and purity, 

consuming everything that is impure. These tongues may therefore portray both the purity and the power of the 

speech of these disciples as they proclaimed the mighty works of God, as well as the holy presence of God. 
2

The 

baptism in the Holy Spirit is key, because in that experience we first yield our wills to God; we then yield the one 

unruly member that we are powerless to control: "the tongue." When we are baptized in the Holy Spirit, we 

actually fulfill the instruction to yield our members to God as instruments (weapons) of righteousness. Certainly, 

when the tongue has been yielded to God and taken over by the Holy Spirit, it becomes a weapon: in prayer, in 

testimony, and in preaching.  

 

2:4 "And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them 

utterance."  
3

We are commanded to be continually filled with the Spirit. I just want to say that the filling differs 

from the baptism. Baptism—The moment you trusted the Lord Jesus Christ, when God did that sovereign work of 

grace in your life and opened your heart, God, the Holy Spirit, united you, identified you with the body of Christ. 

The primary meaning of the word "baptize" is: "to immerse or dip." It means: "identification with or united to." 

The baptism with the Holy Spirit is identification with the body of Christ. "Filling" is continually and allows you to 

be endued with power for God’s purpose and work.  

3. There was the filling and speaking with other tongues because of the sudden appearance of God’s power. 

The "filling of the Spirit" refers to you permitting the Spirit to control you, lead you, and empower you, on a 

daily basis. At this point they were under the complete guidance and direction and control of the Holy 

Spirit. You’ve got to remember: "The Holy Spirit’s Baptism" is that we are being placed into Christ; and 

"being filled with the Holy Spirit" is that Christ is being placed in us to be used for powerful service.  

      a. The disciples were filled with the Holy Spirit.  

        i. First, both the body (church) and each individual believer were filled. They were all filled with the    

presence and power of the Spirit; corporately and individually.  

        ii. The disciples were given the gifts of the Spirit to carry on the work of the ministry upon earth. This 

fact is not mentioned here, although it is certainly to be demonstrated in the preaching and witnessing about to 

take place.  

   b. The disciples began to speak with other tongues.  

i. Other tongues mean foreign languages; other languages. The disciples were supernaturally 

witnessing and preaching in the languages of the different nationalities gathering together there. 

The languages also show that from then on God’s people would come from all nations, marking 

the transition from Israel to be the church. Christ in them, changes everything.  

 His Spirit had actually entered into their hearts and lives. They were filled with a deep sense of His 

presence and power; His concern and His love for the world; His courage and drive to share the great 

news of the glorious gospel. They spoke in different dialects as the Spirit gave them utterance. This may 

indicate a clear difference from the Gift of Tongues as listed in 1Cor.12-14.  

 

All gifts once bestowed by the Spirit and thereafter are to be exercised by the believer. God made His presence 

known to this group of believers in a spectacular way—roaring wind, fire, and His Holy Spirit. Elijah also needed 

a message from God in the Old Testament. There was a mighty wind, then an earthquake, and finally a fire. But 

God’s message came in a gently whisper. God may use dramatic methods to work in your life; or He may speak 

in gentle whispers. Wait patiently and always listen.  

 

Acts 2:5-8 Multitude Of Witnesses  
2:5 "And there were dwelling at Jerusalem Jews, devout men, out of every nation under heaven." There were 

Jews from many other countries present in Jerusalem. "Devout men" (men who handle spiritual matters carefully, 

worshipfully, reverently); Jewish pilgrims who had come from all over the world, had returned to Jerusalem to 

celebrate the "Feast of the First Fruits" heard the Word. "Out of every nation under heaven" (intended to indicate 

the widespread nationalities of the Jews present in Jerusalem); every nation where there were Jews.  

                                                           
2
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2:6 "Now when this was noised abroad, the multitude came together, and were confounded, because that every 

man heard them speak in his own language." When the rumor of this remarkable transaction was spread, the 

multitude came together and was confounded. It was apparently the sound of the thunderous blast caused by 

God that brought the people rushing to the scene. And it was the news of the disciples’ behavior that brought 

the crowd together— every man heard them speak in his own language.  

 

2:7 "And they were all amazed and marvelled, saying one to another, Behold, are not all these which speak 

Galilaeans?" The crowd heard an amazing thing—the disciples supernaturally speaking in their own tongue 

(dialect; language) and it was understood. What didn’t make sense, made sense! 
4

Luke says, they "marveled." It 

is really a word which means they were "hit hard, stunned; in awe, wondered, amazed, were astonished." They 

were staggered by this amazing thing. People from Galilee were known for speaking in an unusual way. 
5

People 

from other places could not always understand them. But now, the strange thing to these people was that 

Galileans were speaking in languages not native to their own tongue, but to the tongue of the people who were 

listening. This amazed them because they expected to hear the Galileans speak in their own tongue.  

 

2:8 "And how hear we every man in our own tongue, wherein we were born?" They are still asking the question! 

Well the answer only comes from God sending His Spirit through vessels of clay. We can presume that all the people 

present would speak Hebrew, Greek or Aramaic, and many would probably speak all three. So these "other tongues" 

in their native languages were intended as a sign rather than as a means of conveying knowledge. Wherever 

they were born, they were able to hear their dialect spoken by men that were not from their place of birth. 

1Cor.14:22 says "Wherefore tongues are for a sign, not to them that believe, but to them that believe not…"  
 

Acts 2:9-13 A Powerful Promise  
2:9 "Parthians, and Medes, and Elamites, and the dwellers in Mesopotamia, and in Judaea, and Cappadocia, in 

Pontus, and Asia," 2:10 "Phrygia, and Pamphylia, in Egypt, and in the parts of Libya about Cyrene, and strangers of 

Rome, Jews and proselytes," 2:11"Cretes and Arabians, we do hear them speak in our tongues the wonderful 

works of God."  
6

Luke then lists 16 nations. He starts off on the east and lists the Parthians and the Medes and 

Mesopotamia. It would be where we would think of as Iran and Pakistan and Afghanistan today. He comes 

around and he moves through what is today Turkey and Syria and Iraq. Then he moves down into Egypt and 

North African nations. Then he goes up into Asia and Europe. Then he mentions Rome. People had come as 

visitors from Rome for this festival, both Jews from Rome and also "proselytes"—people who so wanted the God 

of Israel that they were willing to go through a process of becoming Jews in order to enter into the promises of 

God, for the Jews. Why are all these places mentioned? This is a list of many lands from which Jews came to the 

festivals in Jerusalem. And because of captivities and persecutions they had been widely dispersed throughout 

the world. They would go back to their homelands with God’s Good News of salvation. Thus God prepared the 

way for the spread of the gospel.  
7

This message of the wonderful works of God is not just for one nation, but for 

all. These, who spoke in languages foreign to their own, were not really speaking to these people, but were 

rather letting God speak to these people through them.  

 

2:12 "And they were all amazed, and were in doubt, saying one to another, What meaneth this?" There were three 

mixed reactions to what had happened: 1) Amazed 2) Doubt. Many were just at a lost to what was happening. 

But they were attracted to seek meaning in it all; thoughts were literally running through their minds as to the meaning.  

 

2:13 “Others mocking said, These men are full of new wine.” 3) Mocking. Others simply mocked, accusing the 

disciples of being drunk. There are always some who will scoff and dismiss the acts of the Spirit. Don’t ever be 

deterred by your critics. Press on with the strategy that God has given you.  

SUMMARY:  

Ten days after Jesus ascended to heaven, on the Jewish Feast Day of Pentecost, the Holy Spirit is poured out as 

promised with the sound of a rushing mighty wind, and with tongues of fire appearing above their heads. Those 

filled with the Holy Spirit begin to speak in other tongues (1-4). Devout Jews visiting from other countries are 

attracted and amazed as they hear wonderful works of God proclaimed in their own languages (5-13).  

APPLICATION:  

The Spirit of God gives power to change us as well as others. However, it is the Holy Spirit’s job to do the 

changing, for we alone have not the power to change anyone. He steps into their hearts to do a make-over!  
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