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 JOSHUA 7:1, 10-12, 20-26 
LESSON: THE SIN OF ACHAN— October 8, 2023 

 

INTRODUCTION: 

The armed men and priests had walked around the wall of Jericho seven times on the seventh day. Then at the 

signal of the long blast of the trumpet of the ram’s horns they shouted and the walls came down. Every living 

thing in the city was destroyed except Rahab, the prostitute and her family.  Joshua told them to go to her house 

and bring her out so that she and her loved ones would live. From then on, she lived with the Israelites. The 

Israelites burned the city and everything in it except the silver, gold, bronze, and iron vessels which were to be 

kept for the Lord’s treasury. Joshua pronounced a cruse upon anyone who would attempt to build a city or 

rebuild upon the foundation the city Jericho. Their person’s first-born would die when he begins to build (lay the 

foundation) and his youngest son would die upon completion (set up the gate). To sacrifice a first-born child at 

the founding of a city was not uncommon for ancient pagans.  Joshua’s prediction came true in the time of 

Ahab, one of Israel’s most evil kings (1Kgs.16:34).  Undoubtedly, the purpose of God’s mysterious method for 

seizing Jericho was designed to test Israel’s obedience to the Will of God.  Also, it proved to strike even greater 

fear in the hearts of the enemy when the walls came tumbling down.  And the greater purpose showed and 

reaffirmed Israel’s faith in Joshua’s leadership.  God was with Joshua as He was with Moses. And upon this, 

Joshua’s fame was spread throughout the country. 

I. SIN COMMITTED     JOSHUA 7:1 

7:1 But the children of Israel committed a trespass in the accursed thing:— This verse is a continuation 

from the above verse: Chapter 6:27, “So the Lord was with Joshua; and his fame was noised throughout all the 

country.” We see God was with Joshua, “But…” Why is there a “but?” Although they had victory against Jericho, 

something happened that should not have happened. The Lord was with Joshua because he was obedient in all 

God told him to do. However, sin came into the camp of the children of the Israelites. It fell on all the children of 

Israel because when one sins, it is on all.  Israel committed a “Trespass” (Heb ma’al) originally signified to cover 

as a garment. Hence, the noun came to mean a deceitful act or a misappropriation of property considered to be 

sacred. This sin committed was against God. When taking Jericho, the Israelites were commanded to spare Rahab 

and her family and to abstain from the “accursed things” which meant the idols and things associated with the demonic 

and depraved worship of the people of Canaan. This has caused a set-back in God’s hand moving with them. 

 

7:1b …for Achan, the son of Carmel, the son of Zabdif, the son of Zerah, of the tribe of Judah, took of 

the accursed thing: and the anger of the Lord was kindled against the children of Israel. The culprit has 

been named. The children of Israel’s sin were because of one man by the name of Achan. The one guilty of 

taking the accursed thing was Achan but God’s anger fell on all the children of Israel. It polluted all of them. 

This experience of Achan illustrates how the sin of an individual has consequences for the family and 

community. However, unfair it may seem, the wrongdoing of one does indeed affect others adversely. Individual 

responsibility and corporate guilt often go hand in hand. 

NOT A PART OF THE LESSON: VERSES 2-6 

7:2-6 Joshua sends men from Jericho to Ai to spy out or explore the country. The name “Ai” means “ruins.” The 

spies come back to Joshua, and tell Joshua to send out two or three thousand men to go against Ai. Joshua now 

takes instruction from the men instead of God.  And the people of Ai defeated them. Now this battle was not like 

the battle of Jericho. In this battle about 36 Israelites were killed by the people of Ai. They trusted God to go 

against Jericho; however, they trusted themselves to go against Ai. There was no mention of seeking God in this 
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battle; there was no mention of God speaking to Joshua until after the battle. The Israelite forces must have been in 

shock because their hearts melted, and the hand of the Lord had apparently been removed from them. Upon hearing 

of the defeat of his forces, Joshua demonstrated his deep sorrow and humiliation. He tore his clothes and fell 

face down to the ground before the ark until evening, while he and the elders placed dust on their foreheads. 

NOT A PART OF THE LESSON: VERSES 7-9     

7:7-9Joshua begins to pray by asking God, why have they come over Jordan to be handed over to the 

Amorites and be destroyed?  Troubles can always humble us to see our need for God after the fact! Joshua 

reminds God that they were content on the other side of Jordan, and now they are running from their enemies; 

and the Canaanites and everyone else will hear of this. 
1

Joshua sees all of this as a shame they have brought upon 

God, and this would give their enemies confidence to come against Israel. When Christians, who are God’s 

representatives on the earth, go against God and look bad, it defames God, as well as the person. 

  BACK TO THE LESSON:    SIN COMMITTED     JOSHUA 7:10-12 

7:10 And the Lord said unto Joshua, Get thee up; wherefore liest thou thus upon thy face?— God 

begins to speak to Joshua by saying get up; rise up off the ground; get up off your face. This is after the fact of 

them not consulting God sooner, and Joshua really didn’t know what had taken place; what was going on, but 

God did! That’s why it’s always good to consult God; first seek His counsel first, and see if you have peace 

about it! When you don’t know what to do, Ask God! 

7:11 Israel hath sinned, and they have also trespassed my covenant which I commanded them: for 

they have even taken of the accursed thing, and also stolen, and dissembled also, and they have put it 

even among their own stuff. God begins to tell him the real reason of not winning the battle at Ai, for there is 

sin in the camp! God doesn’t call out anyone’s name, but He calls out Israel as being the trespassers of His 

covenant! They have taken of the accursed thing, and also stolen, and dissembled (put on a false appearance; 

hid something by pretense), and mixed it with their own belongings.  The point is: truth will always find its way to 

the surface. 

7:12 Therefore the children of Israel could not stand before their enemies, but turned their backs 

before their enemies, because they were accursed: neither will I be with you any more, except ye 

destroy the accursed from among you. In these three verses (10, 11, 12), God shows why prayer was not 

necessary at this time; God shows His presence; And He gives a pause until Israel gets the problem straight.  

 Prayer: Joshua had to get up off his face and not cry out for these people because God refused to hear 

Joshua ranting about why they were brought out there to be left alone.  

 Presence: God’s presence is always around; always ready for people that will obey Him. He knew the 

people had trespassed against Him; had left Him, and not He leaving them.  

 Problem: God will not stand among disobedient people. He was waiting for them to repent, and remove 

the accursed thing from among them. There was a problem Israel and it was you! 

 

Thus, when one person failed everyone failed. If Achan’s sin went unpunished, unlimited looting would break 

out. The nation as a whole had to take responsibility for preventing this. Did not Cain cry out and say "Am I my 

brother’s keeper?"  Surely, he was and seems as if God thought so all the way back in Genesis. Have you ever 

been in a classroom and one person did something wrong and the perpetrator was not caught, so all had to 

endure the punishment? Or have your mother punished all the children for one person’s disobedience? Or you 

were on a sport’s team, and one messed up, and all had to do laps as a punishment. Has anyone seen the 

movie Coach Carter? Then you know what I’m talking about. We’re all responsible for our brethren; we’re all 

one body. This is what God wants us to see and know. It was so bad for Israel that they turned their backs; they 
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ran from their enemies, and because their backs were to the soldiers of Ai, 36 men were killed.  They went to 

battle without their banner being over them. Therefore Israel being a holy nation unto God is defiled 

(dishonored). Sin will have you running all kinds of ways. God could not be in the mix of their sin. He has to 

clean it up first.   

NOT A PART OF THE LESSON: VERSES 13-19 

It’s no need of you calling 

out one person’s name, all 

(everyone) had to be purified; 

cleansed; sanctified as a whole 

because at this point they 

could not stand against their 

enemies. Before the Israelites 

crossed the Jordan, they had 

to go through this same 

purification. Such rites 

prepared the people to 

approach God and 

constantly reminded them of 

their sinfulness and His 

holiness. Tribe by tribe had 

to come forth, then by 

families, and then man by 

man was brought by lot 

before the Lord. Therefore, 

the one who had taken this 

accursed thing and all that he had were to be burned with fire because he had violated the Covenant of the 

Lord and had brought calamity upon all of Israel.   

As Joshua brought the tribes out before the Lord, Judah was the tribe singled out by lot; then the family of Judah 

which singled out the Zerahites individually (man by man), which singled out the Zabdi family individually (man by 

man), which singled out Achan.  He was commanded to confess his sin unto God; that God may receive glory. Tell 

it all and don’t keep back anything!  

II.    SIN DEALT WITH    JOSHUA 7:20-26 

7:20 And Achan answered Joshua and said, Indeed I have sinned against the Lord God of Israel, and 

thus, and thus have I done:—The sin is revealed! 
2
Achan knows he is caught, and begins to confess his sin in 

detail. He knows his only chance lies in forgiveness.   

 

 

7:21 When I saw among the spoils a goodly Babylonish garment, and two hundred shekels of silver, and 

a wedge of gold of fifty shekels weight, then I coveted them, and took them; and, behold, they are hid in 

the earth in the midst of my tent, and the silver under it. He tells it all: One of the ten commandments of God is, 

"Thou shalt not covet". To "covet" means to desire what you don't have. Achan has broken God's Law. He did not 

confess, until after he was found out.  It is too late for forgiveness. The silver and gold belonged to God, so he has 

stolen from the Lord. The Babylonian garment was unclean and should have been burned. He knew how bad 

this was, so he buried the things in the floor of his tent. Points to remember: 

1. Achan was directly responsible for the deaths of at least thirty-six men. 

                                                           
2
 http://www.lovethelord.com/books/joshua/07.html 



PITWM VERSE BY VERSE 

http://www.pitwm.net/pitwm-versebyverse.html 

 

2.  Achan had robbed God. He had not just robbed Jericho - he had robbed God! The precious metals of 

Jericho were designated for God’s treasury. 

3. Achan never repented! Yes, he confessed, but the text never says that he showed remorse and repented of his sin. 

 

7:22 So Joshua sent messengers, and they ran unto the tent: and behold, it was hid in his tent, and 

the silver under it. The messengers sent by Joshua found the accursed thing just as Achan had said. Lk.12:2 

says, "For there is nothing covered that shall not be revealed: neither hid that shall not be known." As we put it 

into our words, `what’s done in the dark will come to light.’ It carries great meaning! Well, this is the case for 

Achan. His deeds done in the dark could not be hidden any longer. It came to cost he and his family great 

punishment. 

  

7:23 And they took them out of the midst of the tent, and brought them unto Joshua, and unto all the 

children of Israel, and laid them out before the Lord. The accursed things were taken from Achan’s tent and 

everyone, including Joshua had a chance to see what had caused so much trouble for them. All of these spoils 

were brought and laid before God. The offering to the Lord was the easy part; the punishment of Achan and his 

family was more difficult. 

 

7:24 And Joshua, and all Israel with him, took Achan the son of Zerah, and the silver, and the 

garment, and the wedge of gold, and his sons, and his daughters, and his oxen, and his asses, and his 

sheep, and his tent, and all that he had: and they brought them unto the valley of Achor. Achan 

underestimated God and didn’t take His commands seriously. It may have seemed a small thing to Achan, but 

the effects of his sin were felt by the entire nation, especially his family (no wife mentioned, just sons and 

daughters). Like Achan, our actions affect more people than just ourselves. Remember Korha (Num.16) and his 

family and all those that sided with him? There were those who came against Moses and Aaron, God executed 

swift and final judgment against Korah, Dathan, Abiram, and their entire families when the ground opened up 

and swallowed all of them for their rejection of Moses and Aaron. We can also look into the news of today of 

how one’s sin effects an entire family. Here, in this lesson, everything and everyone was brought to the Valley of 

Achor which means “trouble”, because of Achan’s sin. The Israelites felt the consequences it brought. We can 

see that the family is treated as a whole.  Achan was head of the family; if he prospered, the family prospered; if 

he suffered, so did they.  

 

7:25 And Joshua said, Why hast thou troubled us? The Lord shall trouble thee this day. And all Israel 

stoned him with stones, and burned them with fire, after they had stoned them with stones. Many 

Israelites had already died in battle because of Achan’s sin. Here, Joshua is asking Achan why he has brought 

this trouble; this calamity upon them that day.  He then says, “God will bring trouble (calamity) on Achan 

today.” Achan and his entire family were to be stoned and after stoning, then burned with fire so that no trace of 

Achan or his family would remain in Israel.  

 

7:26 And they raised over him a great heap of stones unto this day. So the Lord turned from the 

fierceness of his anger. Wherefore the name of that place was called, The valley of Achor, unto this 

day. A heap of stones were piled upon them. This pile of stones would be a constant reminder of what sin will 

bring. And the Lord turned from the fierceness of His anger.  It’s still called "The valley of Achor" today (meaning 

trouble). As the sin was put out of the camp, Israel is restored back to God! 

 

SUMMARY: 
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1The children of Israel had committed trespass in the accursed thing was because of one man by the name of 

Achan, and the anger of the Lord was kindled against the children of Israel.  10-12And God begins to speak to 

Joshua by saying get up; rise up off the ground; get up off your face. The real reason of him not winning the battle 

at Ai was because sin is in the camp! He calls out Israel as being the trespassers of His covenant! They have taken 

of the accursed thing, and also stolen, and dissembled (put on a false appearance; hid something by pretense), 

and mixed it with their own belongings. Therefore the children of Israel couldn’t stand before their enemies, but 

turned their backs before their enemies, because they were accursed, and they will not have God’s presence any 

more, except they destroy the accursed that’s among them (7: 1,10-12). 

20The sin is revealed! 
3
Achan knows he is caught, and begins to confess his sin in detail. He knows his only 

chance lies in forgiveness.  21He tells it all. The silver and gold belonged to God, so he has stolen from the Lord. 

The Babylonian garment was unclean and should have been burned. He knew how bad this was, so he buried 

the things in the floor of his tent. 22The messengers sent by Joshua found the accursed thing just as Achan had 

said. 23They were taken from Achan’s tent and everyone, including Joshua had a chance to see what had 

caused so much trouble for them. All of these spoils were brought and laid before God. 24Joshua, and all Israel 

with him, took Achan, and the silver, and the garment, and the wedge of gold, and his sons, and his daughters, 

and his oxen, and his asses, and his sheep, and his tent, and all that he had, and brought them unto the Valley 

of Achor, which means trouble. 25Many Israelites had already died in battle because of Achan’s sin. Here, 

Joshua is asking Achan why he has brought this trouble; this calamity upon them.  He then says, “God will bring 

trouble (calamity)on Achan today.” Achan and his entire family were to be stoned and after stoning, then burned 

with fire so that no trace of Achan or his family would remain in Israel. 26A heap of stones were piled upon 

them that day. And the Lord ceased from being angry. The name of that place was called, “The valley of Achor”, 

unto this day (7:20-26). 

 

APPLICATION: 

When going into a battle, make sure God is in the battle with you; our heart has repented of sin because sin 

should not be taken lightly because it causes you to be defeated before you even start. Do you think God sees 

your sin and winks at it or do you think it’s coming to haunt you?  It’s still lurking for coming consequences? 

We've got to realize that sin affects more than just us.  Repent when you know to do so! God knows how to deal 

with disobedience in His timing. And he can restore us back to right standing with Him when we repent of sin. 

  James 1:14-15 says, “But every man is tempted, when he is drawn away of his own lust, and enticed. Then, 

when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin, and sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth death.” 
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